Brick Stitch Basics

Ladder

1 A ladder of seed beads or
bugle beads is used to begin
brick stitch. To make a
ladder, pick up two beads,
leaving a 6-in. (15cm) tail.
Go through both beads
again in the same direction.
Pull the top bead down so
the beads are side by side.
The thread exits the bottom
of the second bead (a-=b).
Pick up a third bead, and
go back through the second
bead from top to bottom.

2 Come back up the third
bead (b—c). String a fourth
bead. Go through the third
bead from bottom to top
and the fourth bead from
top to bottom (c—d). Contin-
ue adding beads until you
reach the desired length.

3 To reinforce the ladder,
zigzag back through it.

Brick stitch

1 Whenever possible, begin
each brick stitch row so no
thread shows on the edge.
Pick up two beads. Go
under the thread bridge
between the second and
third beads on the ladder
from back to front. Go up
the second bead added and
then down the first. Come
back up the second bead.
2 For the row’s remaining
stitches, pick up one bead.
Go under the next thread
bridge on the previous row
from back to front. Go
back up the new bead.
Brick stitch naturally
decreases by one bead at
the start of each row.

Brick stitch increase

1 An increase at the begin-
ning of a row will keep the
number of beads the same
as in the previous row.
Work as a normal brick
stitch, but start by going
under the first thread
bridge on the previous row
rather than the second.

2 To increase within a
row, add a second bead

to the same thread bridge
as the previous stitch.

Brick stitch decrease
1 As noted, brick stitch
naturally decreases by one
bead at the start of each
row. To decrease by more
than one bead within a
row, pick up a bead, then
skip a thread bridge on the
previous row.

2 To decrease at the end of
a row, stop short of the last
bead in the previous row.
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